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ATTENTION: In an effort to reduce expenses, beginning with the current 

issue, the Fairlawn Flyer will now be viewable on the Fairlawn Schools 

website. All future issues will be posted online. We will also be posting past 

issues of the Flyer in the near future for you to view at your convenience. 

The electronic version of the Flyer will be pushed through student and staff 

email accounts for families to view at home as well. Thank you for your 

patience as we move this communication forward in a new way. 

Fairlawn Hires New Superintendent 

Chad Lensman was recently hired by the Fairlawn Board of Education to 

serve as the district’s new leader.  While his contract as superintendent will 

officially begin on August 1, 2022,  he plans to spend time this spring and 

early summer getting to know staff and students.  Mr. Lensman is a graduate 

of Kent State University and earned his early childhood degree from 

Antioch University Midwest.  He earned his Master’s Degree in Educational 

Leadership from Concordia University in Chicago.  He currently is the 

Director of Teaching and Learning at Graham Local Schools,  where he has 

been employed  since 2014.  Chad lives outside of Rosewood with his wife, 

Shannon and two children, Cade and Ayla.  Mr. Lensman is passionate 

about education and supports staff and students in being the best that they 

can be. Mr. Lensman told Fairlawn staff members that he believes in 

building relationships, high expectations, and providing opportunities for 

students. Board President Sarah Huelskamp said this: “ We are excited Mr. 

Lensman accepted the position of Superintendent. He is a leader who puts 

students first, has a strong curriculum background and looks to build up those around him. We look forward to 

working with Mr. Lensman as he begins his journey leading Fairlawn Local Schools.”   Please welcome Mr. 

Chad Lensman to Fairlawn Local Schools. 
 

After serving Fairlawn Local Schools for 41 years, Sue Gump will be 

retiring.  Sue began working at Fairlawn in 1981 as a volunteer cook in 

the Plattsville school.  Though she has taken on many roles at Fairlawn, 

her first paid position at Fairlawn was a cook.  Sue then took a position as 

an office staff for the superintendent, a position she never left.  In 

addition to being the administrative secretary to the superintendent, she is 

the transportation supervisor.  Sue was responsible for managing field 

trips and bus routes, making sure your students made it to school each 

day. She was privileged to be a part of the construction project when our 

current K-12 facility was built.  Because of her dedication and support for 

Fairlawn Local Schools and the community, she was inducted into the 

Fairlawn Hall of Honor in 2017 and deservedly so. 

Sue has been a dedicated employee of Fairlawn Local Schools.  She has 

contributed much to the youth in our community and we wish her well as 

she begins her well-deserved retirement! 

Fairlawn Says Farewell  



 

 
Spring has arrived and we are beginning the last quarter of the school year.  To show all 

that we have learned throughout the year, the state requires all students in grades three 

through eight to take Ohio State Tests (OSTs), and require students in high school to 

take End of Course (EOC) exams.  Your role as parents is just as important to your 

children as is ours.  First, know when your children’s testing dates are coming up.  

Because we have so many students to test, it is hard when children do not show up.  

Please schedule all appointments after the school day is over.  Also, make sure that 

children get to bed early the night before they test.  These tests last for 90-120 minutes, 

and the tests can be taxing.  Lastly, encourage your children to do their best.  If they are 

stressed out at the thought of sitting through these sessions, please let the teachers 

know.  We try to let them know that they are all very smart and that we believe in them. 

The schedule for the tests is on the right. We really appreciate your help. 

Message From Our Principals John Stekli 

MS/HS Principal 

Karen McRill 

Elementary Principal 

Monday, April 4th ELA Day 2 Grades 3, 5 
Tuesday, April 5th ELA Day 2 Grade 4 

Monday, April 11th Science/Government- Day 1,  10th Gov., 8th Science 

Tuesday, April 12th Science/Government- Day 2,  10th Gov., 8th Science 
Wednesday, April 13th Make Up Only 
Tuesday, April 19th Make Up Day 

Wednesday, April 20th US History Grade 9/Biology Grade 10/5th Science 

Thursday, April 21st US History Grade 9/Biology Grade 10/5th Science 
Friday, April 22nd Make Up Day 
Monday, April 25th  Math - Algebra and Grade 6 and 7 
Tuesday, April 26th  Math - Algebra and Grade 6 and 7 
Wednesday, April 27th Math- Grade 3, 4, 5, 8 and Geometry 
Thursday, April 28th Math- Grade 3, 4, 5, 8 and Geometry 
Friday, April 29th Make Up Day 
Monday, May 2nd Make Up Day 
Tuesday, May 3rd Make Up Day 

 

Message From Our Superintendent 

It is hard to believe that two years have passed since our world was turned upside down with Covid.  All of our lives were touched by 

Covid.  Looking back, somehow I wonder if we have left a bit of ourselves in the pandemic.  We have begun to once again look 

forward and are beginning to believe that the worst is behind us.  Before we move forward, perhaps reflecting one last time on Covid, 

will help put it all into perspective.  In spite of it all, it was truly a learning experience.  More than anything, I believe we learned that 

we should not take anything for granted.  We all had to face what seemed to be insurmountable challenges that were difficult for not 

only our school, but also our community.  We learned to navigate through a global pandemic and still found a way to serve and protect 

our students and staff.  We learned that we could teach our students virtually and still have positive outcomes.  We have learned to 

appreciate all of the activities that were taken away from us.  We learned how to come together as a team to meet the needs of our 

students.  Throughout this school year, we have slowly returned to the things that have been a tradition at Fairlawn Local Schools.  We 

have been resilient and have persevered.  We look back and we can show that our students have grown academically and have had 

many achievements for which we can all be proud.  Throughout this Flyer, you will see how our children have risen above it all and 

have found much success.  Our students have amazed us with their accomplishments both in and out of the classroom.  Your support 

and encouragement has made all of the difference for our students.   

As we approach the end of another school year, our students are taking the state-wide tests.  They have worked hard and we are proud 

of the students and staff for all of their work and effort. We have completed a year of a very successful after-school program thanks to 

our 21st Century Grant. We are looking forward to field trips, prom, graduation and summer break; all of which will bring back the 

normalcy we so desperately need.  Best wishes as the Fairlawn Jets continue to SOAR!!! 

                                   ~Connie Schneider 

       Junior Model U.N. 

Model U.N. is a three day simulation experience of the United Nations where 
students are asked to debate world problems and their solutions. We are very 

proud of our Jr. Model UN teams from the 5th – 8th grades who competed and 
debated at the Ohio Model United Nations Conference in Columbus.  Hailey 

Sparks received an Outstanding Delegate award.  Amelie Phillips and Michael 
Huelskamp received an Outstanding Leadership Award.  The 6th grade team of 
Chance Shank, Ellery Mathis, Corbin Lewis and Piper Gingrey, representing the 

nation of Vietnam, received an Outstanding Resolution Award, as did the 
Morocco team of Makaylie Martin, Sarah Patten, Amelie Phillips, Avah 

Roediger, Ahleah Huffman, and Kaylee Baker.  Our 7th grade Iceland team 
received Outstanding Resolution as well!  The team members were Ava Daniel, 

Cheyenne Wooddell, Ariel Keith, and Abby Thornton.  At this competition there 
were 60 teams and only 8 Outstanding Resolutions were awarded.  

Our 5th grade team of Adelaide Dearth, Owen Campbell, Liam Phillips, Michael Huelskamp, and Hailey Sparks representing Colombia 

got 1st place at the International Talent Finals and our 8th grade team of Mya McGill, Karsen Fogt, Jayden Conatser, and Addyson 
McClain got 3rd place at the International Talent Finals.  There were a total of 30 team talents and four Fairlawn teams made it to the 
finals. 

FFA Members Hard at Work in the FFA 

Greenhouse 

The Fairlawn FFA members have been hard at work in the 

FFA Greenhouse. Sales in the Greenhouse will begin at the 
end of April. Community members will be able to purchase 

hanging baskets and bring their own containers for the FFA 
members to fill. 

Greenhouse in Action 

Members of the Fairlawn FFA Greenhouse and Nursery Management 

class hosted the Pre-Kindergarten class in the greenhouse on March 31, 

2022.  Mr. Sailor and the students talked to the kids about what a plant 

needs to grow and had the students plant tomato, cucumber and 

marigold seeds in separate cups and water them. Over the next 4-5 

weeks, they will come down and check on the growing progress of the 

plants as they grow in the greenhouse.  

New Youth Baseball/Softball Field 

Coming to Fairlawn 

Thanks to the generosity of the Fairlawn 
Community, our elementary students will 

have a field for them to practice and to play 
their baseball/softball games.  With the 

blessing of the Fairlawn Board of Education, 
Jeff Hobbs spearheaded the efforts to make a 

dream become a reality for our youth. 
Nathan Sailor has continued to work with 
area businesses in an effort to secure 

donations to complete this project.  We 
would like to thank and acknowledge those 

who have (or who will) generously donated 
their money, time and talents to this effort.  

They are:  Fairlawn Athletic Boosters, 
Fraternal Order of Police Lodge 138, Sturm 

Construction, Weigandt Landscape, Dell 
Delight Farms, Nathan Sailor, D and S 
Carryout, Todd Heckman, Hog Roasters of 

Anna, the Davidsons, the McLains, the 
Caudills  and  John Stekli.  The plan is to 

begin working on this field later this spring. 
The new field will be located east of the high 

school gymnasium. We looked forward to its 
completion.   Once again, thanks for your 
continued support. 

Spanish Music Competition Heats Up 
Students in Miss King’s Spanish and Cultures classes 
competed in a Nationwide Spanish Music Competition that 
ran through March. Students had an opportunity to gain prizes 
for their predictions about which songs would win in the 
competition. Fun was had by all classes as they eagerly waited 
to see what songs continued in the competition. Thirty-two 
points were possible and students could earn various prizes, 
including bonus points, stickers, candy bars and even small 
gift cards! The winners of the competition were… 
 
 Paige L– 27 points Julia H– 20 points 

 Aaron M– 25 points Hunter S– 19 points 

 Zach A– 22 points Seth J– 15 points 

 Preston L– 21 points Brooke G– 15 points 



 
 

 
  
 
 

 

7th Grade STEM Gets Creative 

As part of the 7th grade STEM curriculum, students 

researched the history of the Ferris Wheel, including 
how they were constructed. After completing their 

research, students in Mrs. Langston’s STEM class 
designed and built their own models of Ferris 
Wheels. The class voted on whose design they 

thought was the best and the winning Ferris Wheel 
was The Wheel of Fire.  

Fairlawn’s Regional Spelling Bee 

Representative 

Ellery Mathis recently competed in the Lima News 
2022 Regional Spelling Bee at UNOH.  Ellery 

competed against 30 students to earn the right to 
compete in the National Spelling Bee in Washington 

DC.  The Spelling Bee went 8 rounds and Ellery was 
named runner-up.  Congratulations to Ellery on an 
outstanding performance.  Michael Huelskamp also 

competed in the Spelling Bee and represented 
Fairlawn very well. 

Fairlawn Goes Back to the 90s 

Fairlawn High School’s Drama Department is proud to present its spring musical Popstars: The 90s Musical on April 21 – 23, 2022.  

This year opening night will be on a Thursday and the shows will run Thursday at 7 p.m., Friday at 7 p.m., and Saturday at 7 p.m.  
Tickets will be $8 for students/seniors and $10 for adults. Masks are optional and tickets will be available at the door.  Reservations 

can be made with cast members or by contacting Mrs. Liz Maxson directly at the school.  Her email is lmaxson@fairlawn.k12.oh.us 
and her phone number at the school is (937) 492-5930 ext. 120. 
 

When asked why people should come and see the musical, junior Kaylee 
Lewellen, who will be performing in her first Fairlawn musical, said, “It’s 

entertaining!”  Fellow junior Darcy Maxson agreed, stating, “It’s fun and you 
can sing along to the catchy tunes.”  Another junior, Brooke Gillem, offered her 
take on the musical as well: “It’s nostalgic for a lot of the audience, because 

there are songs they grew up with.” It is clear this musical has already had a 
positive impact on the cast who is excited to perform for a live audience. 
 

David Spicer Productions totally agrees with Lewellen, Maxson, and Gillem in 
its synopsis of the musical online, “It's boyband vs girlband in this hilarious 
brand-new musical from the team that brought you the global hit Back to the 
80's.” The musical features the Backstreet Boys, NSYNC, Christina Aguilera, MC Hammer, Smash Mouth, and many more. 
Audiences are not going to want to miss this musical comedy that will have people dancing in their seats.  Fairlawn also has the 

distinction of being one of the first, if not the first, theater or school to produce this musical in the United States.  Please come out and 
support the Fairlawn Drama Department as they revisit the music, fashion, and drama from the 1990s! 

FCCLA Brings Home Awards 

Congratulations to the 

following FCCLA members 
who competed in the regional 

FCCLA competition on March 
12th and will represent 
Fairlawn at State Convention 

on April 28th and 29th… 
 

Kurt Hobbs - Promote and 
Publicize FCCLA - Gold - 

State Qualifier 

Loralei Chambers and Liliana Phillips - Chapter in Review Portfolio - 
Gold - State Qualifier 

Liliana Phillips - Leadership - Gold - State Qualifier 

Amelie Phillips and Abigail Thornton - Chapter Service Project Portfolio 
- Silver - State Qualifier 

Madalyn Gillman and Eva Henderson - National Programs in Action - 
Silver - State Qualifier 

Alli Orsborne - Public Policy Advocate - Silver - State Qualifier 

Music Madness 
 

March is Music In Our Schools Month! This year, 
Fairlawn was able to celebrate with a fun week dedicated 

to our love of music. The week was full of fun themes, 
games and activities during lunch, a special throwback 
performance from our 90’s Musical cast, and even 

included some special guests from our cast of prince and 
princesses to wrap up a fantastic week. All of this led up 

to the Music Boosters annual Princess Spa Day, where we 
were able to pamper close to 250 precious princesses. 

Thank you to all who participated in the fun and helped 
out with our spa event! It was truly magical! 

Recorder Karate Masters 

Third quarter has ended, and so ends the Recorder Karate program for 

the last half of our 5th graders. Seven of our Jets earned a combined total 
of ten certificates to mark their success this quarter! To complete each 

leveled piece and advance belts, students must pass a playing test with 
Mrs. Jenkinson. Once they have passed, students earn a specific karate 
belt for their recorder! Belts range from a simple white belt piece all the 

way through a very challenging black belt excerpt to close Book 1. Book 
2 ventures into varying degrees of black belt. Congratulations to our Jets 

for earning mastery of the following:  

Black Belt:  

     Izabella Hina      Michael Huelskamp      Wesley Middleton 

     Grant Putnam      Kennedy Strunk       Alec Westerbeck  
 

1st Degree Black Belt:  

     Michael Huelskamp  

     Ethan Lavins  

     Alec Westerbeck 
 

2nd Degree Black Belt:  

     Ethan Lavins 

                        Shelby County Honor Band 
 

The Shelby County Middle School Honor Band is BACK! 
After a two-year break, the Shelby County Band Directors 

were finally able to nominate 
students for their annual middle 
school honor band event. Each 

year, directors from the county 
nominate their top students from 

seventh and eighth grade band 
classes in hopes of representing 

their schools at the SCMSHB 
collaboration. This year, two 

Fairlawn students were nominated 
by Mrs. Jenkinson and both 
students were selected for the 

group! Congratulations to Relissa 
Mills (Percussion) and Amelie 

Phillips (Alto Saxophone), both 
seventh graders. These young ladies will get to rehearse with 

peers from all over the county under the direction of guest 
conductor, Brian McKibben. The event will conclude with a 
performance on Sunday, April 24th at 2:30 pm in the Anna 

High School auditorium. This event is open to the public. 
Come out and support our Jets! 

Fairlawn Solo & Ensemble Contest 

Results 

The Fairlawn Choir and Band students participated in 

the District XI OMEA Solo & Ensemble Contest held 
at Milton-Union High School and received the 

following ratings on their performance.  The following 
students earned awards for top scores: 
CLASS A: SUPERIOR RATING - I 

 Darcy Maxson – vocal solo 
 Martha Chrisman – piano solo 

CLASS B: SUPERIOR RATING – I 
 Liliana Phillips – vocal solo 

 Martha Chrisman – vocal solo 
CLASS B: EXCELLENT RATING – II 

 Loralei Chambers – vocal solo  
 Benicio Brunswick – vocal solo 
 Vocal Ensemble SSA #1   

 Brooke Gillem – vocal solo 
CLASS C: SUPERIOR RATING – I 

 Liliana Phillips – marimba solo  

 Liliana Phillips – flute solo 

 Alondra Acevedo – vocal solo 

CLASS C: EXCELLENT RATING – II 

 Martha Chrisman – flute solo  

 Willow Clincher – vocal solo 

 Raven Couchot – vocal solo  

 Olivia Ambos – vocal solo 

 Ryleigh Werling – vocal solo  

 Lewis Michael – bari saxophone solo 

 Raven Couchot – clarinet solo 

Fairlawn FFA Competed in the State Dairy  

Judging CDE 

On March 29th, fourteen FFA members traveled to the Ohio Expo 
center and competed in the Dairy Judging CDE. At this competition, 
students needed to evaluate 6 different classes of dairy animals 

ranging in age. They needed to answer questions related to each 
class and place them from best to worst. They also had to analyze 

pedigrees of animals and place them, as well as perform a sire 
selection to determine the most desirable traits that they would want 

to use in a dairy herd.  



Greenhand Degrees Awarded to 

Freshmen FFA Students 

At the annual FFA banquet on March 22, 

2022, the freshmen received their 
Greenhand pin. The chapter had over 20 

members that qualified for their 
Greenhand Degree and pin. The 
Greenhand pin is made of bronze and 

symbolizes hard work and endurance.  

Chapter FFA Degree Awarded to 

Members at the FFA Banquet 

At the annual FFA banquet, members who 

earned their Chapter Degree got their 
chapter pin. The chapter had over 15 

members that qualified for their Chapter 
Degree and pin. The members that earn 
their Chapter Degree have shown that they 

meet the ten standards set by the Fairlawn 
FFA’s Constitution and that they are 

willing to work hard. 

Five FFA Members Recognized for Receiving Their 

State FFA Degree 

At the annual Fairlawn FFA banquet, Savannah Will, Meredith 

Hageman, Darcy Maxson, Emily Lessing, and Jenna Batton 
received recognition for earning their State Degree. These five 

members have put in a lot of time and effort working on their 
SAE’s and FFA projects to be able to earn this degree. They will 
receive their certificates and golden keys at the 94th Ohio State 

FFA Convention in May.  

Sam Walls Receives 

American FFA Degree 

Sam Walls was recognized at 

the FFA banquet for 
receiving his American FFA 

Degree. Through Sam’s hard 
work over the years in 
various FFA related events, 

community service activities, 
and his SAE involvement, 

Sam was able to apply for the 
degree. Sam was recognized 

at the banquet but will 
receive his degree at the 
National FFA Convention 

this October in Indianapolis. 
Congratulations to Sam for 

all his hard work.  

Top Fruit Salesman Recognized at FFA Banquet 

Avah Riedlinger was the top seller for this year’s annual FFA Fruit 

Sale Fundraiser. This is by far the most profitable fundraiser for the 
Fairlawn FFA. Avah sold over $1,150 worth of products and will 
get a $100 gift card as well as a Carhartt or FFA jacket. 

Gold Rated Officers for the 94th Ohio State FFA 

Convention 

Three of the FFA officers were required to put together books relating 

to their officer duties. Secretary, Chloe Weigandt, had to keep a record 
of member information, attendance, correspondence, and CDE 

involvement. She put a lot of time into putting together her book and 
received a Gold Rating. Our next officer book was done by Treasurer 
Samantha Quinlisk. She kept a record of all financial spending and 

earnings throughout the year. Samantha put a lot of work into creating 
detailed reports for each meeting. She also received a Gold Rating. Our 

last officer book was our chapter scrapbook. This was made by our 
Reporter, Jenna Batton. Countless hours were put into gathering and 

labeling pictures and placing them into a digital scrapbook. Jenna also 
received a Gold Rating. All three of these hardworking individuals will 
be recognized at the 94th Ohio State FFA Convention.  

New Officer Team Installed  

At the annual banquet, the retiring officer team 

installed the 2022-2023 officer team. The new 
officer team for the 2022-2023 school year is as 
follows: Darcy Maxson as President, Ryleigh 

Werling as Vice-President, Martha Chrisman as 
Secretary, Emily Lessing as Treasurer, Loralei 

Chambers as Reporter, and Haley Cox as Sentinel. 
Everyone looks forward to what the new team will 

accomplish.  

Honorary Chapter Degree Bestowed on Dan and Tawni Batdorf 

The Fairlawn FFA chapter had the honor of recognizing Dan and Tawni Batdorf at the Fairlawn 

FFA banquet. Through their business, Batdorf’s Red Barn Catering, the Batdorfs have provided 
the banquet meal for the Fairlawn FFA for the past 10 years and have also helped with the harvest 
dinners that help raise money for the Dayton Children's Hospital. They have been a great asset to 

our community and were presented with a plaque at the banquet. Thank you again to the Batdorfs 
for your continued support. 

Six Represent Fairlawn FFA at the State 

General Livestock Judging Competition 

Nolan Cramer, Grady Cramer, Trey Sparks, Jessie Abke, 

Ryleigh Werling, and Brooklyn Bagwell competed at the 
State General Livestock Judging Competition on March 

26th at the Ohio Expo Center. Members evaluated and 
placed various livestock species such as beef cattle, 
swine, sheep and goats.  

Hageman to Represent Fairlawn FFA at the               

BIG E this Fall 

Meredith Hageman represented the 

Fairlawn FFA in Columbus at the Ohio 
Expo Center on March 29, 2022. The 

Career Development event that she 
competed in was the Dairy Handling CDE. 
In this event students were given a dairy 

animal to show to the best of their ability. 
They were judged on how they were able to 

show the animal. Meredith placed 2nd in the 
state and earned the opportunity to 

represent all of Ohio at the Big E 
competition in Springfield, Massachusetts. 
Congratulations to Meredith and good luck 

in the fall at the Big E competition!  


